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PHILIPPTANS, iii. 8. 
YEA, DOURBTLESS, AND I COUNT ALL THINGS BUT LOSS, FOR THE 
EXCELLENCY OF THE KNOWLEDCE or Cur1sT JESUS, 
My LORD, | 


fp is no ſubject of ſo much importance 
to men, as religion. We cannot refle&, for 
a moment, on our weak dependant ſtate, the natu- 
ral preſages which our rational and moral powers 
give us of a future exiſtence, and the plain evidenc- 
es with which we are ſurrounded, of the perfec- 
tions and moral government of 60D, without being 
convinced, that it is our firſt and greateſt concern to 
know what 60D would have us to do, that we 
may enjoy his favour : Accordingly this is a fub- 
ject which has moſt deeply engaged the attention 
of thoughtful and conſiderate men, in all ages and 
countries, Many of the religions, indeed, which 
have moſt warmly intereſted mankind, have been 
little better than hows of falſehood and abſurdity, 


diſhonorary 
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diſhonorary to GopD and hurtful to men. This, 
however, was not the caſe with the Jewiſh religion. 
The manner and circumſtances of its promulgation, 
the nature of its laws, and the miraculous interpo- 
ſitions of divine Providence in its ſupport and con- 
firmation, plainly evinced it to be an inſtitution of 
heaven, deſigned and adapted to guide the darken- 
ed, bewildered children of men into the paths of 
truth and peace, till the world ſhould be prepared 
for the bringing in of a better covenant. It was a 
ſingular bleſſing to the nation for whom it was de- 
ſigned; and they would, perhaps, have been blame- 
lets in making their boaſt of the law, if they had 
done it, with humility and gratitude to 60D, and 
benevolence to mankind. In general, they valued 
it highly, and none of them more than the Apoſtle 
Paul, before he became a chriſtian. Deeming it to 
be the only revelation from heaven, his zeal was in- 
fincitly inflamed againſt whatever he thought oppo- 
fite or diſhonorary to it. And looking upon 
chriſtianity in this light, he was one of the moſt 
violent perſecutors of the diſciples of jEsUs. But 
happily for himſelf and for the world, he was not 
ſuffered to go on in this impious and miſchievous 
practice; he was deſigned by heaven for other and 
nobler purpoſes. By the diſpoſitions of divine 
Providence and grace, he was converted to the 
chriſtian faith, that he might become a preacher of 
the goſpel to the Gentiles. Henceforth his ſenti- 
ments and views were entirely altered. Chriſtian- 
ity became the grand objectſ of his eſteem and af- 
ſection. Inſtead of placing any truſt in his zeal 
for the law and his proficiency in the righteouſneſs 
of it, which he once ſo highly valued, he declares, 


in the verſe preceding my text, that he now eſ- 
| teems 
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teems them loſs, or worſe than nothing, in com- 

iſon of the far nobler priveleges of chriſtianity. 
«« But what things were gain to me, thoſe I counted 
loſs for cuRIsT.” He expreſſes his high eſteem of 
chriſtianity in ſtill ſtronger terms in the text; de- 
claring that he more highly valued his acquaintance 
with this religion, not only than his Jewiſh prive- 
leges, but than every thing elſe how valuable ſoev- 
er: Vea, doubtleſs, and I count all things but loſs 
for the excellency of the knowledge of curisT IE / 
sus My LORD” This was the natural and genuine 
effect of his thoroughly underſtanding, and fully 
believing the chriſtian inſtitution ; the effect of his 
being a real chriſtian : For ſuch is the deſign, the 
nature and tendency of this inſtitution, that no man 
can know and believe it, without having the high- 
eſt eſteem of it, and even preferring it to every 
thing elſe in the world. For what can be ſo wor- 
thy the eſteem of a benevolent man, as an effectu- 
al plan for reſcuing mankind from an inglorious 
and miſerable bondage, and vindicating them into 
the glorious liberty of the children — 60D? Or 
what can be of equal value, in the opinion of a 
wiſe man, with the knowledge of the certain, and 
only certain method of ſecuring the ſalvation of his 
ſoul with eternal glory ? 

ACCORDINGLY, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, 
that every real, ſincere chriſtian has the ſame ſenti- 
ments concerning his religion, which the Apoſtle 
expreſſes in the text; and can ſay, with him, 1 
eſteem all things but loſs. for the excellency of the 
knowledge of CHRIST JESUS my LORD.” This 
is eſteeming it only according to its worth. 

SUCH a ben. regard to chriſtianity will have 
2 great influence upon the conduct of men; — 

W 


. 
9 
a 
ö 

N 


— . r > 4 „ 4 4 = - . 
K a— K — 2 — ac — . 


92 wh 9222 —— — wee <a - 


6 


— — 


5 will operate powerfully upon them, as it did up- 
if on the holy Apoſtle, who never loſt fight of the 
1 great object of his affection; they will ſhew by their 
words and actions, what it is that they moſt high- 
ly value. They will ſhew this not only in their 
| religious conduct, but in their daily converſation 
(| and intercourſe with mankind, and in the common 
buſineſs and employments of life. It will, if I may 
ſo expreſs it, give an evangelical caſt, a divine and 
heavenly air to all their deportment ; their whole 
life will bear the character and features of the wiſ- 
dom that is from above : And it might be worth 
while to illuſtrate this matter at large for the in- 
ſtruction and trial of all in common, did not the ſo- 
lemnity before us, and the common practice on ſuch 
| occaſions, ſeem to fix our attention upon ſome par- 
| ticular lines of conduct. 

InsTEAD therefore of taking a general view of 
the influence which a juſt eſteem of chriſtianity — 
|| will have upon human life, I ſhall 
j | I. Point out, in ſome particulars, how it will 
1 direct and influence a chriſtian miniſter, in diſ- 

| charging the duties of his office, And 
II. How it will influence the conduct of a 
people towards their miniſter, 
I. Let us conſider how a real and juſt value of 
[| _ Chriſtianity may be expected to influence the chriſ- 
|| tian . in diſcharging the duties of his of- 
fice. And, conſidering that he has undertaken to 
teach men the nature and deſign of this religion, and, 
| as an ambaſſador of RIS, to perſuade them in N 
| 


CHRIST's ſtead, to be reconciled unto 60D, he will 
take all neceſſary care and pains to furniſh himſelf 
for this good work, that he may perform it like a 


workman that needeth not to be aſhamed. He 
d will 
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will look upon the miniſtry as the buſineſs of his 
life, and will not entangle himſelf with the affairs 
of this world, and ſpend his time and ſtrength in 
the occupations of it, as it is lawful and proper for 
other men to do. He will endeavour to acquaint 


himſelf with every branch of ſcience, that he 


2 would tend to qualify him better 
or this important office, It is indeed to be 
ſuppoſed, that he is, when he engages in it, 
conſiderably acquainted with human literature ; 
or he would not undertake ſo difficult an office: 
For a man muſt be very ignorant indeed, to 
think himſelf qualified for this buſineſs, while 
he is a mere novice in literary matters. But he 
will go on to cultivate his mid. and ſtore it with 
every kind of knowledge that, he judges, may be 
uſeful to him in his miniſterial labors. And this 
will be the effect of an acquaintance with the 
natural and moral perfections of 60D, which are 
the foundation of all religion, and with which, all 
true doctrines are conſiſtent ; the principles and 
powers of human nature; the laws and obliga- 
tions of morality ; the nature or eſſential qualities 
of virtue and vice ; the hiſtory of mankind, their 
manners and cuſtoms in the times to whygeh the 
ſcripture hiſtory relates; ecclefiaſtical hiſtory ; 
natural hiſtory and philoſophy ; the languages in 
which the ſcriptures were originally written ; a 
Juſt method of reaſoning, of comparing ideas, in- 
veſtigating truth, and detecting error. 

A KNOWLEDGE of theſe things will oftentimes 
8 aſſiſt him in underſtanding, explaining and 
lluſtrating the doctrines and duties of the goſpel, 
and placing them in a juſt light before his hearers. 
It will guard him againſt pernicious errors, which 
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enthuſiaſm and ſuperſtition have pretended to draw 
from the goſpel. Conceiving juſtly of the moral 
character of Go, he will reject with abhorrence 
every doctrine which repreſents him as cruel, ca- 
pricious or partial : And having a juſt idea of the 
nature of virtue and vice, he will not believe that 
a corrupt and vicious heart can be properly denom- 
inated holy, on account of the holineſs of another 
perſon, any more than a fool may be efteemed 
wiſe, on account of the wiſdom of his neighbour ; 
or that a mere attention to the forms, ceremonies 
and external offices of religion, or a large ſhare of 
ſpeculative knowledge and faith will recommend 
him to the favor of the great LORD of heaven and 
earth, who loveth none but righteous perſons : 


Nor will he imagine, that mankind are ſo irreſiſti- 
bly determined, by circumſtances, in all their voli- 
tions and operations, as to make it impoſlible for 


them to will and act differently from what they do ; 
becauſe this would be making them incapable of 
virtue and vice, as much ſo, as the wind and tides. 
But I did not mean to point out all the advantages 
that would reſult from the learning that was rec- 
ommended above. This would lead me into a 
large field. 

I 60 on to obſerve, that in order to qualify him- 
ſelf for his office, the miniſter ſhould pay atten- 
tion to his ſtile and language. He ſhould en- 
deavour to acquire and habituate himſelf'to ſuch a 
manner of addreſs, as is beſt adapted to convey his 
meaning, and reach the hearts of his hearers. Nor 
will it be improper for him, if he has not this tal- 
ent already, to take pains to acquire it. It does 
not ſurely conſiſt with a juſt regard for chriſtianity, 
for a miniſter, through carelefinefs, to deliver its 
doctrines 


9 


doctrines and laws in a low and ſlovenly, or in a 
confuſed and incorrect ſtile. e ought to ſpeak of 
ſo noble and ſublime a ſubject in language, and in 
a manner becoming its dignity and importance, 
that he may produce in others the ſame eſteem of 


it, which he feels in himſelf. 


BuT what is more eſſentially neceſſary to quali- 
fy him for his office, is a thorough acquaintance 
with the holy ſcriptures. In them, and no where 
elſe, is the religion which he ſo highly values, con- 
tained in its native excellence and purity. Theſe, 
therefore, he will ſtudy with great diligence, care 
and impartiality. If he is able, and it is proper he 
{hould be, he will read them in their original lan- 
guages; and by comparing one paſſage with anoth- 


er, and attending to the force and meaning, rather 


than the ſound of words, and to the deſign and 
view of the writer, with a fair, unprejudiced mind, 
he will endeavour to find the true — of thoſe 
ſacred records. As much as poſſible, he will lay 
aide all attachment to human ſyſtems, all partiali- 
ty to names, councils and churches, and honeſtly 
inquire, ©* what faith the ſcriptures ?” His view in 
ſtudying them will be, not to furniſh himſelf with 
arguments to ſupport a favourite hypotheſis, but 
to know the mind and will of the Logp. Calling 
no man maſter on earth, and eſteeming no unin- 
ſpired man or body of men infallible, he will adopt 
the interpretations, which others give of {cripture, 
no farther than they appear to him to be rational 
and juſt. And whatever, after due examination, 


he thinks to be a doctrine of the goſpel, he will | 
embrace as ſuch, however inconſiſtent it may be 


with the opinions and creeds of other men.“ It is 


indeed difficult to diveſt the mind of carly prejudi- 
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ces, and keep it free from an undue veneration for 
human authority. Men of piety, learning and 
abilities, are juſtly entitled to eſtcem : And it is in 
a degree natural, at leaſt it is common to eſtimate 
opinions by the character of thoſe who eſpouſed 
them ; to reject ſome, becauſe they were held by 
thoſe whom we eſteem bad men ; and to embrace 
others, becauſe they were held by good men. But 
this is not the way to arrive at truth. Bad men 
may profeſs true principles, and good men, falſe 
ones. Although we ſhould think the learned Mr, 
CALVIN to have been of as cruel and unrelenting 
a ſpirit as hiſtorians repreſent him, from his treat- 
ment of SERVETUsS, whom he cauſed to be put to 
death for hereſy ; and Arminius to have been as 
good a man, as he is repreſented in hiſtory ; it 
does not follow that the opinions of the former 
were all falſe, and thoſe of the latter true. The 
truth of opinions does not at all depend upon the 
character of thoſe who embrace them ; but upon 
the evidence which reaſon and ſcripture afford to 
ſupport them, And he who has a juſt regard for 
the goſpel, will be very cautious, that he does not, 
from a prejudice for or againſt the characters of 
men, aſcribe to revelation doctrines which it does 
not, or reject thoſe which it does contain. A 
plain declaration of Gop's word, will weigh more 
with him, than the opinions of all the uninſpired 
Doctors, Saints and Councils of the church from 
the days of the Apoſtles to the preſent time. 

Nor will his own former opinions be more 
ſacred than thoſe of. other men. It is poſſible 
that he may, in his youth, have been taught and 
believed, for doctrines of religion, the command- 
ments of men, things that have no foundation in 
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the goſpel; and perhaps inconſiſtent with ſome of 


its doctrines. He will therefore impartially ex- 


amine into this matter; and whatever he finds in 


his creed, inconſiſtent with the chriſtian revelation, 
he will inſtantly give up, how much ſoever he may 
venerate the perſon by whom it was taught. He 
will eſteem all ſuch opinions but loſs in compariſon 
of the ſuperior and glorious doctrines of HRIST. 

AND, as he will be thus careful that his ſen- 
timents are agrecable to ſcripture, ſo will he 
be, that his preaching be conformable to the ſame 
infallible rule. This will be the ſource from 
whence he will draw his dodqrines, his admo- 
nitions and exhortations. Inſtead of making 
human creeds or bodies of divinity the founda- 
tion of his preaching, and ranſacking ſcripture to 
find arguments to ſupport their poſitions, the gof- 
pel will be his body of divinity, and the founda- 
tion of all his preaching ; of all the doctrines he 
advances, and of all the precepts he inculcates: 
From them he will inſtruct his people in the nat- 
ural and moral perfections of 60D, the character 
and offices of the DAT OR, the nature of the di- 
vine promiſes and threatenings, the terms of for- 
giveneſs, the nature and extent of that holineſs 
without which no man can ſee the LorD, and the 
whole plan of Go for the redemption of ſinners. 
Conſidering himſelf, as a miniſter of cur1sT, 
whoſe buſineſs it is to give men juſt ideas of his 
religion, he will not dare to advance any thing as 
a part of that religion, which he does not believe, 
after due examination, to be contained in the holy 
ſcriptures. | The conjectures of learned men, not 
founded on the goſpel, however ingenious, he will 
eſteem, in a religious view, light as air, in com- 


pariſon with the genuine doctrines of revelation. / | 
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Nox will he ſhun to declare the whole counſel 
of 60D. It is poſſible that upon ſearching the 
ſcriptures, he may be convinced that ſome doctrines 
are contained in them, which his hearers have 
never looked upon as chriſtian doctrines. But if 
he thinks them of importance, he will not fail to 
declare, and according to his beſt ability, to prove 
the truth of them. He will keep back nothing 
that would be profitable. He will neither add 
to, nor diminiſh from, the chriſtian ſyſtem, leſt he 
ſhould mar its beauty, and leſſen its value in the 
opinion of others. | 

Tais love of religion will have the ſame effect 
upon him that it had upon the holy pſalmiſt. He 
will not with indifference fee men trample under 
foot the soNx of GoD, and deſpiſe the blood of his 
croſs, He will be *©* grieved when men keep not 
God's law.” If he knows any of his hearers to be 
guilty of any ſins of omiſſion or commiſſion, he 
will not fail to remonſtrate againſt them, to point 
out their evil and inconſiſtency with the goſpel 
(without pointing out the offenders in 2 and 
perſuade, exhort and intreat tranſgreſſors to 
amend. Nor will he be detered from this, by the 
character of the delinquents, though they be the 
moſt powerful, wealthy and liberal of his pariſhon- 
ers: For though by omitting this duty, he might 
better pleaſe men; and men whom it may be much 
for his temporal intereſt to pleaſe ; yet knowing 
that in this cafe, he ſhould not be the faithful fer- 
vant of CHRIST, he cannot, he dares not omit it. 
Nor will he fail to preach plainly and earneſtly 


againſt the prevailing vices of the time and place | 
in which he lives, whether he knows any of his 


hearers to be guilty of them or not. 
Ir 
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Ir his hearers entertain opinions, which, he judges 
to be falſe and diſhonorary to the goſpel, he will uſe 
his beſt endeavours to convince them of their errors, 
and perſuade them to embrace the truth. For this 
purpoſe he will reaſon with them, out of the ſerip- 
tures, every ſabbath day; opening and explaining 
thoſe ſacred oracles, and from thence proving the 
truth of what he delivers. It may, indeed, ſome- 
times be beſt not expreſsly to contradict the favor- 
ite errors of his hearers. Some people cannot 
bear this: It will diſcompoſe their ſpirits, preju- 
dice them againſt the ſpeaker, and make them deaf 
to his reaſoning. It may be better, without par- 
ticularly mentioning the falſe opinions which he 
means to overthrow, for the preacher to endeavour 
to eſtabliſh, by ſolid arguments, the contrary truths. 
If he can bring people to believe theſe, he may, at- 
ter a while, without offence, ſhew them their incon- 
ſiſtency with their former opinions. Much cau- 
tion and prudence are neceſſary in dealing with peo- 
ple who have been long in poſſeſſion of falſe opin- 
ions, ſo as to bring them to reject their errors, and 
embrace the truth: But if the errors are important, 
if they are diſhonorary to 60D, and likely to have a 
bad influence upon the heart and life, it they are 
*« damnable heriſies, his veneration for genuine 
chriſtianity will conſtrain the miniſter to oppoſe 
them explicitly, and uſe his beſt abilities to procure 
a belief of the: contrary truths. In doing this, he 
will ſhew his hearers that he goes upon ſure 
ground, that he has the authority of ſcripture for 
what he advances, and that that authority, and no 
other, demands our unlimited ſubmiſſion. 

He will not, however, endeavour tp impoſe his 
ſentiments and interpretations upon them: He e 
CX ort 
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exhort them to ſcarch the ſcriptures, and judec tor 
themſelvesof their ſenſe and meaning, and whether 
what he delivers be agreeable to truth. 

HE will not repreſent, as enemies to CHRIST, his 
brethren in office, becauſe they do not think as he 
does upon every point, or will not ſubſcribe to pop- 
ular and faſhionable ſyſtems. If they manifeſt 
uprightneſs of heart, and a proper regard for divine 
revelation, that will ſecure them from the imputa- 
tion of hereſy, and entitle them to his charity and 
favour. 

As he will d to no man's creed, ſo he will 
require no man to ſubſcribe to his. He will give 
no countenance to that impoſing ſpirit, which has 
been the chief ſupport of Popery, ſplit the church 
into 8 and butchered thouſands of her beſt 
members. And therefore will not refuſe to appro- 
bate and recommend candidates for the miniſtry, be- 
cauſe they will not ſubſcribe to his opinions. If 
they give evidence that they believe the goſpel of 
which they propole to be preachers, to be a divine 
revelation, he will require no other ſubſeri tion. 
This will, in his opinion, be a better proof of their 
ſoundneſs in the faith, of their qualifications for the 
ſacred office, than their ſubſcribing to all the con- 
feſſions and ſyſtems of divinity that have been com- 
poſed ſince the days of inſpiration ; not excepting 
the wonderful creed of St. Athanaſius. I know 


not how to reconcile the conduct of thoſe, who ſet 


up other ſtandards of orthodoxy, beſides the holy 
{criptures, with that ſuperior regard which is due to 
thoſe ſacred writings. For this evidently implies, 
that they think the ſcriptures deficient, and a leſs 
perfect rule of taith, than the creed they would im- 


poſe. But certainly a due veneration for the goſ- 
ple 
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is 
pel would ſuffer no human compoſition to come 
in competition with it, and exclude every other 
teſt of religious truth. / | 
Bor to proceed, | | | 
Tux preacher, penetrated with a juſt ſenſe of 
the excellency of the goſpel, will uſe great plainneſs 
of ſpeech in his addreſſes. He will not, from an a 
fectation of learning, or through careleſſneſs and in- 
attention, diſcourſe in a manner unintelligible to his 
hearers, much leſs will he uſe ambiguous words 
and phraſes with a view to diſguiſe bis real ſenti- 
ments. But wiſhing that his hearers may conceive 
juſtly of the religion which he preaches, that they 
may eſteem it as he does, he will endeavour to rep- 
reſent it in the moſt plain and intelligible language, 
aiming to be clearly underſtood by all who hear him. 
He will be affectionately importunate, and earn- 
eſt in his preaching. When recommending a re- 
ligion which he ſo highly eſteems, he cannot be 
cold and indifferent. His language and his man- 
ner will ſhew, that his affections are captivated 
by his ſubject, and that his mouth ſpeaks from 
the abundance of the heart. He will not appear 
like an actor perſonating a feigned character, and 
uttering ſentiments foreign from his heart. Speak- 
ing what he believes and feels, he will ſpeak nat- 
urally ; and being in earneſt, he will appear to be 
ſo. Whatever he advances will be delivered with 
energy and pathos, and with an air of ſincerity 
which will add weight to every ſentence. He will 
inſtruct, he will exbore and charge his hearers, as 
a father doth his children; he will entreat and be- 
ſeech them by the love of CHRIS; he will per- 
ſuade them by the terrors of the Lokxb, that they re- 
ceive not the grace of 60D in vain. 
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AAN: The miniſter, who duly values the 
goſpel, will not fail to make his life and converſa- 
tion agreeable to it. Without this, he knows that 
he cannot obtain the ſalvation which he preaches to 
others, nor, without this, will he be thought ſincere 
in his profeſſion of regard for this divine inſtitution. 
For he in works denies his profeſſion ; and actions 
are always and juſtly eſteemed a more certain indi- 
cation of a man's mind, than what he fays. There 
cannot, indeed, be a greater abſurdity and inconſiſt- 
ency of conduct, than for a man to profeſs an high 
veneration for the goſpel, and at the fame time 
live in the habitual violation of its laws. 
M1NIsSTERS are of all men, moſt obliged ** to let 
their light ſo thine before men, that they ſeeing 


o 


their good works, may glorify our father who' 1s 


in heaven.” How can he with boldnefs, warn 


men againſt thoſe fins in which he allows himſelf? 


Or how exhort men to the parctice of piety; juſ- 
tice and mercy, ſobriety and temperance, it he 


pays no regard to theſe, things in his own conduct? 
He, ſurely, muſt be paſt ſhame, who can ſpeak in 


praiſe of an holy and righteous lite, in a full af- 
ſembly, when his conduct gives the lie to all he 


ſays. Gop will abhor, and men deſpiſe, the goot 
be grieved, and the wicked hardened in fin, by ſuch 


hypocriſy. 

„ PEOPLE Will believe the preachers life more 
than his diſcourſe,” ſays the Arch Biſhop of Cam- 
bray. A good example has always been confider- 


cd as of great importance in a religious or moral 
inſtructor. It is a ſaymg of one of the chriſtian 
fathers ; :** he preaches ſublimely, whole life is 


irreproachable.“ The miniſters of the goſpel there- 
fore ſhould, and if they ſincerely love their religion. 
will 
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will endeavour to ſhine as lights in the world, ii. 
all the virtues of the chriſtian life; at home and 
abroad, in all companies, and upon all occaſions, to 
reſemble their LORD; to be wile as ſerpents, and 
harmleſs as doves, to be meek and humble, benev- 
olent and peaceable, patient and contented, ſincere, 
pious, and reſigned to heaven. A juſt conception, 
and love of religion will, like the ſight of its di- 
vine author, when we thall ſee him as he is, have 
a trans forming influence, and inſpire the good min- 
iſter with an elevation and greatneſs of ſoul that 


will deſpiſe cvery thing mean and baſe ; all the 
little arts of gaining popularity, of accompliſhing 


ſiniſter views, and of acquiring wealth, which are 


ſometimes practiſed by the men of this world. 
His conduct will be all fair and open, becoming 
the ſimplicity that is in RIS r. 


WIsUING to make the object of his affection 


appear amiable to all, he will renounce the unſocial 
and forbidding airs, the auſterity and gloomi- 
neſs of ſuperſtition, and by an affable courteſy and 
decent ſobriety, endeavour to win the affections of 
all, to him and his religion, It is no ſervice, but an 


injury to religion, for the miniſters of cur1sT, to 
put on ſanctimonious airs, and keep at a diſtance 


. from their people, as if they thought themſelves 


too good to aſſociate with them. The example of 


CHRIST tcachcs us a different conduct: And it is 


the duty of miniſters, as well as of other chriſtians, 
to think of, and practiſe thoſe things which are 
lovely and of good report. Great caution, how- 
ever, may be neceſſary for the miniſter, in ſome 


ſituations, that while he ſtudies to ** pleaſe all 


men, for their good to edification,“ he does noth- 
ing unbecoming the dignity of his office, or that 
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fulneſs. He will be circumſpect in all he ſays, and 
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might grieve or offend a weak brother. He will. 
therefore, ever conſult the dictates of prudence, 
and not only ** exerciſe himſelf to have always a 
conſcience void of offence towards 60D and man,“ 
but endeavor to avoid every thing that _ tend 

is uſe- 


in all he does, that, if poſſible, he may “ give no 
offence in any thing, that the miniſtry be not 
blamed.” | | 
FINALLY, that he may be able rightly to di- 
vide the word of truth, and fulfil his miniſtry, he 
will daily ſeek wiſdom of 60D, who giveth liber- 


ally, to him that lacketh, and upbraideth not. 


And knowing that the ſucceſs of his miniſtry de- 
pends upon 60D, he will devoutly pray for a divine 
bleſſing on his labours; pray that his people may 
have hearing ears and underſtanding e and 
receive, with meekneſs, the engrafted word, 
which is able to ſave their ſouls.” Nor will he 
fail humbly to offer his benevolent wiſhes to heav- 
en, that all mankind may be bleſſed with the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of cHRISH Jxsus, and 
ſubmit to his righteous government. 

IT. LeT us now briefly conſider, how a due 
regard to the goſpel will influence a people in their 
conduct towards their faithful miniſter, And 

Ir will induce them to eſteem him highly in 
love for his works ſake, Looking on him as a 
meſſenger of heaven, who- 2 glad tidings of 
great joy, he will ſhare in the affection and regard 
which they bear to his meſſage; They will there- 
fore treat him with kindneſs and reſpect. Though 
they ſhould in many inſtances diſcover, that he is a 
man of like paſſions and frailties with . 

whic 
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which they ought to expect, yet agreeing with 


them in a great veneration for chriſtianity and 2 
his endeavours to recommend and promote it, theſe 
things will be ſufficient to cover a multitude of fail- 


ings, and render him amiable and reſpectable in their 
eyes. The world, ſays our LoRD, will love its 
own : The ſame may be ſaid of chriſtianity, that 


is of the genuine — of it; they will love 
their own, their brethren in HRIST, eſpecially 
thoſe who ſincerely labour to promote his intereſt. 


It is inconſiſtent with a due veneration for chriſtian- 
ity to treat the faithful miniſters of it with diſre- 


ſpect, or not to love and eſteem them. 
THEyY will alſo, as much as in them lies, encour- 
age and aſſiſt him in his work. The ſucceſs of 


his miniſtry will lie near their hearts, and they will 
think themſelves happy if they can be inſtrumental 


in promoting it. 


Fox this end, they will freely grant him a de- 
cent maintenance, ſuitable to his ſtation, that he 
may not be obliged toneglect his miniſtry to pro- 
cure one, in ſome other way. It is a plain dic- 


tate of common equity, that they who preach the 


goſpel, ſhould live of the goſpel. The nature of 
their office does not allow them to engage in any 
of thoſe ſecular employments, by K's + 4. men 
obtain a ſupport, and provide for their families: 
And the people, at whoſe deſire they engage in this 
work, and to whom they miniſter, are, in common 
juſtice, as much obliged togive them a maintenance, 


as the farmer is to pay the labourer his hire, who 


reaps down his field, even ſuppoſing there were no 
contract for this purpoſe. But leſt people, from 
an avaricious temper, and an:inſenſibility of the 
importance of religious inſtruction, ſhould 2 
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this duty, G op has taken care particularly and re- 
peatedly to inculcate it in his word. By the Jew- 
iſh law, liberal proviſion was made for the miniſters 
of religion, even a tenth of all the produce of the 
land. In reference to this, the Apoſtle ſays to the 
Corinthians; do ye not know, that they which 
miniſter about holy things, live of the things 
of the temple? and they that wait at the altar, 
are partakers with the altar? and then adds, 
even fo hath the Loxp ordained, that they 


which preach the goſpel ſhould live of the goſpel. 
And to the Galatians he ſays ; let him, that is taught 


in the word, communicate unto him that teacheth, 
in all good things. It 1s therefore plainly ordained 
in the goſpel, that the miniſters of cur1sT ſhould 
be maintained by thoſe to whom they miniſter. 
Nor can it be ſuppoſed, that any people, who have 
a juſt regard for religion, will fail in this duty. 
Such a people will cheerfully impart of their ſub- 
ſtance to one, who is engaged ina work to which 
they fo heartily wiſh ſucceſs, and often give him 
occaſion to rejoice in their liberality. 
Tux will ſtatedly attend his public miniſtra- 
tions, not forſaking the aſſembling themſelves to- 
gether on the Loxb's day, in the place where the 
MOST HIGH commandeth the bleſſing, even life for- 
ever more, and where his honour dwelleth. This is 
lainly a chriſtian duty, required of all in common, 
of the rich and poor, of the high and low, of the 
wiſe and fimple. Nor can-it be ſuppoſed that it 


will be eſteemed a burden by any who love religion. 


It will be far from being diſagreeable even to thoſe, 
if ſuch there ſhould be, who are fo. well informed 
as to ſtand in no need of inſtruction, to hear the 


| doctrines and duties of the goſpel inculcated, and 


have 
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have their pure minds ſtired up, by way of remem- 
brance. And, though they will be influenced not 
merely or chiefly by a regard to the perſon of their 
miniſter, but by a principle of love and obedience 
to 60D ; yet an unneceſſary and cuſtomary neglect 
of public worthip, mult be looked upon as imply- 
ing ſome diſreſpect of the preacher, as well. as of 
8 igion; it will be ſo conſidered and felt by him; 
and when it is general among the people of his 
charge, will greatly tend to diſhearten and diſcourage 
him in his work. The public ſervices of the LoR Ds 
day, coſt the faithful miniſter much labour and 52 
and if they are often neglected by his people, this 
cannot fail to ſink his is and abate his zeal. 

A jusT regard for the goſpel will make — 
attentive to what the preacher ſays; they will 
hear, as for their lives. Perſons may, and no 
doubt often do, attend public worſhip without any 
rare to underſtand what they hear. Their thoughts 
are employed upon their worldly affairs, thai 
amuſements, or upon the dreſs and appearance of 
the aſſembly ; or, compoſing themſelves to ſleep, 
they think not at all. But ſuch,conduct is ſurely 
inconſiſtent with a due regard to religion, as well 
as an affront to the preacher and the reſt of nr al- 


ſembly. Again, 
.  willldifpoſc 


A PROPER eſteem of chriſtianity 
people to hear with due cantion; (that they are not 
led aſide from the ſimplicity that is in CARTSZ. 
Knowing their miniſter to be fallible and liable to 
miſtakes, they will not receive what he ſays with- 
out duc examination, without ſcarching the ſerip- 
tures to ſee whether it be true. To the law amd 
to the teſtimony they will bring what he offers, 
and if he ſpeaks not according to them, they will 
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not receive it as the word of 60D. Whatever 
affection they may have for him, and however 
highly they may think of his abilities and integ- 
rity, their ſuperior regard for the goſpel will make 
that, and not his opinion, the rule of their faith. 

Tu will, however, hear him with meekneſs 
and candour, and a teachable temper, not with a cap- 
tious, carping, obſtinate diſpoſition. They will not 
be offended with him for telling them their faults, 
and expoſing their errors; nor — to reform when 
warned from the word of Go, to turn from their 
wickedneſs. They will not watch for miſtakes 
and inaccuracies in him, or haſtily condemn every 
thing he ſays, that does not exactly ſuit their taſte, 
or correſpond with their former ſentiments. Th 
will put the moſt favorable conſtruction upon his 
declarations, keep their minds open to conviction, 
calmly and impartially attend to his arguments, 
and readily embrace his ſentiments, if they ap- 
pear to be well ſupported by ſcripture, how- 
ever contrary to their old opinions. 

THE lovers of religion will give their miniſter 
the ſatisfaction of ſeeing the ſucceſs of his labors 
among them. They will manifeſt their regard to 
him and to the goſpel, by walking in all the 
commandments and ordinances of the LORD 
blameleſs. I have no greater joy,” ſays the Apoſtle 
John, “than to hear that my children walk in the 
truth.” And every faithful miniſter of the goſpel 
will eſteem it his greateſt felicity to ſee the people 


of his charge walking thus. This will give him 


grounds to hope, that when he comes to give an 
account of his miniſtry to the great LoRD and 


- JUDGE of all, he may do it with joy, and not with 


grief. g 
FINALLY, 


23 


FIS ALLx, when people have a due regard fob 
religion, they will not forget to pray for their 
miniſter, and for the ſucceſs of his labors. Pray 
for us, ſays Paul to the Theſſalonians, that the word 
of the LORD may have free courſe, and be glorified. 
And if the ef Apoſtles needed the prayers. 
of Gon's people for the ſucceſs, of their labors, 

he ordinary miniſters of the goſpel, do not ſurely 
need them leſs. Nor can it be ſuppoſed, that 
a people, duly ſenſible of the importance of the 

oſpel revelation, will omit daily to ſupplicate 
che FATHER of mercies to. proſper the labors of 
their miniſter, when they 3 11 that however 
faithful and ſkilful he may be in performing them, 
their ſucceſs depends ultimately upon Sop. 
Though Paul may plant, and Apollos water, it is 


U * - 


Gop who giveth the increaſe. i RY Wot 
War has been faid may lead miniſters and 
people to review their paſt conduct towards each 
other, and conſider how they have diſcharged their 
reſpective duties, and put them upon rectifying 
whatever has been 677 oj But inſtead of enlarg- 
ing upon this thought,” I muſt leave it, my breth- 
ren, to your own reflections, and turn myſelf to 
the perſon at whoſe deſire I ſtand in this place. 
IT will be no compliment to you, my brother, 
to ſuppole that you can ſay, with the holy Apoſtle 
in the text,] count all things but loſs for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of carisT-Jesus my 
LORD.” You know too well the nature of religion, 
to think that any other ſubject can be of es im- 
portance to mankind ; and you would not ſurely 
undertake to be a miniſter of the goſpel, if you 
did not believe it to be a revelation from heaven, 
a divine inſtitution deſigned by 60D for the falva- 
"6 - tion 
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tion of ſinners. To engage in this difficult and 
ſelf-denying office, without ſuch a faith, muſt 
argue not only a total want of integrity of heart, 
but a great deficiency in that worldly wifdom 


which common ſenſe dictates. But I know, that 
thou believeſt the ſcriptures. And, with this 


faith, you cannot be inſenſible that = are under 


the higheſt obligations to be faithful in diſcharg- 
ing the duties o ee office. Theſe are great, 
numerous and arduous. They will require the 
exertion of all your abilities; the employment of 
all your time. Thoſe who are acquainted with 
you, and know in what manner you have acquitted 
yourſelf in the pulpit, have the pleafing hope that 
you will de a good miniſterof IS curIsT, Gop, 
who is putting you into the miniſtry, has, we truſt, 
accounted you faithful,and qualified you, by his grace, 
to fulfil it. Neglect not the gift that is in thee ; but 
covet earneſtly more and better. The ſcience of 
chriſtian divinity, is at once the moſt noble and ex- 
cellent, and the moſt deep and extenfive. It affords 
ample ſcope for the greateſt genius, and is a ſubject 
that the human mind can never exhauſt, It is 
what kings and prophets contemplated with rap- 
ture, though they underſtood it but imperfectly, 
and even angels deſire to look into. The more 
it is ſtudied, the more it captivates and engages 
the heart by its heavenly beautics, Let this di- 
vine ſcience be the ſubject of your daily attention ; 
meditate upon it, give thyſelf wholly to it. Be 
nore afraid of neglecting or careleſsly performing 
5 5 duties of your office, than of wearying the 
Heth by much ſtudy. You ought to bid adieu to 
2 lite ot indolence and caſe. As a watchman, 
you muſt be always vigilant ; as a ſteward of the 

my ſteries 
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myſteries of GoD, you muſt acquaint yourſelf 
with thoſe myſteries. If, like Apollos, you 
would be an eloquent man, like him, you muſt 
be mighty in the ſcriptures ; the beſt model of 
miniſterial eloquence. But, 

ConTENT not yourſelf, my brother, with a 
mere ſpeculative knowledge, and a barren faith, 
Bow your heart to the authority, and regulate 
your life and temper, by the commands of the 
goſpel, that in preaching to others the unſearch- 
able riches of cuRIisT, you may ſpeak what you 
know, and teſtify what you feel ; leſt, after having 


preached to others, you yourſelf ſhould be a caſt- 


away. ; 
You-are going to a place where you can have 
but little aſſiſtance from the advice agg example of 
other miniſtegs. And it will require all your 
wiſdom and prudence to point out to you, in ma- 
ny cafes, what is both lawful and expedient : How 
to order your deportment towards the various 
kinds of people with whom you may be concertt- 
ed ; how tar you ought to join with the gay and 
faſhionable world in their amuſements, in order 
to conciliate their affections, and when you ought 
to ſeparate yourſelf from them; how far you may 
condeſcend, without degrading your character, 
and when you ſhould claim the authority of your 
office. It is happy for religion, and the miniſters 
of it, in New-England, that they cannot ſuſtain the 
office, if their lives are openly immoral. This 
muſt be a powerful motive with them, if they had 
no other, to keep themſelves irreproachable before 
men. In ſome parts of this continent, it is ſaid 
to be otherwiſe ; and that a miniſter may retain 


kis office, . though of very looſe morals. Wow 
this 
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this is the caſe, it would not be ſtrange if ſome of 
that profeſſion ſhould indulge themſelves, in liber- 
ties inconſiſtent with chriſtian ſobriety. How 
people in the part to which you are going, think 
upon this ſubject, I know not. But I hope and 


believe, that you, Sir, ſtudying to ſhew yourſelf 
approved unto 60D, will allow yourſelf in no in- 


dulgence unbecoming the goſpel, even though you 
might do it, without injuring your miniſterial char- 
ater, and muſt be ſingular in refraining. Your 
brethren here are peculiarly intereſted in this matter. 
As you haye been educated, and 1 n, time a 
preacher among us,, your —_— ay e conſid- 
cred as a ſpecimen of the manners of the miniſters 


with whom you have been converſant. Tod 


WN. Was you will be, at preſent, 
nnn. 


the only miniſter in that 
part of the coyntry, the example of your de- 
portment may have a great influence upon other 
miniſters, tho may ſettle in your neighbourhood, 
and from you, the people there may form their 
idea of a chriſtian miniſter. For our ſake, then, 
and from a regard to the dignity and uſefulneſs of 
the goſpel miniſtry, we beſeech you to keep your- 
{-1f unſpotted from the world, even though ſome 
ſhould think it ſtrange, that you run not with them 
to riotous exceſs, Imitating the unteigned faith, 
the exemplary piety and virtue which dwelt in 
your good father, now at reſt, and which, I truſt, 
you have ſeen in other miniſters alſo, let your 
people, by your holy and blamclefs life, fee that a 
miniſter of cuRIsT is a reſpectable and uſeful 
character, a character againſt which no evil thing 
can be juſtly ſaid. I mention theſe things, not 
from a ſuſpicion of your want of faith and integri- 
4 by 
be 
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ty, but from an apprehenſion, that you may be ex- 
poſed to peculiar temptations; and that being thus 
warned in love, you may, putting on the whole ar- 
mor of 60D, ſtand and overcome them; and, by 
your good converſation in CHRIST JESUS, obtain 
not only for yourſelf, but for us alſo, a good re- 
port among all who may know you. | Ts 


* 
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TnarT you may do thus, ever remembering 
your abſolute dependence upon 60D, pray, that his 
grace may be ſufficient for you. And. 

TulxEk often of the importance of your office, 
and of the honor and happineſs you will acquire by 
a faithful diſcharge of it. Vou will be a worker 
together with 60D, and with his so, in the cauſe of 
virtue and happineſs; you may be the means of 
ſaving many for whom cHRISsTH died. He that 
winneth ſouls, is wiſe; and they that turn many 
to righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the ſtars forever and 
ever. IT SITES 

THINK, on the other hand, of the infamy; 
ſhame and miſery you will incur, if you are un- 
faithful in your office, and diſſolute in your life; 
you will be the ſcorn of men, and the execration 
of the ALMIGHTY ; you will diſhonour and injure 
the cauſe of religion, while you pretend to be its 


friend; and you will be utterly inexcuſable, when 


GOD ſhall call you to give an account of your ſtew- 
ardſhip. 

* Sox of man, ſaith the roRD to the prophet 
Ezekiel, I have made thee a watchman to the 
houſe of Ifrael, therefore hear the word at my 
mouth, and give them warning from me: When! 
ſay .unto the wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely dic, and 
thou giveſt him not warning, the fame wicked man 
ſhall die in his iniquity ; but his blood will J re- 

e 1 tune hart Yer if thou warn the wicked, 


and 
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and he turn not from his wickedneſs, he ſhall die 
in his iniquity ; but thou haſt delivered thy ſoul,” 

HowEveR faithful you may be, it is poſſible 
that your miniſtry may be unſucceſsful, and you 
may have reaſon to complain, with the prophet of 
old, who hath believed our report ? but let this be 
your conſolation ; though Iſrael be not gathered, 
yet every faithful paſtor will be glorious in the 
eyes of the LORD. | 

Wr cannot indeed but hope from the laudable 
diſpoſition, which the people of Camden have 
ſhewn, in ſo earneſtly inviting you to be their goſ- 
pel miniſter, that they will not ſuffer you to labour 
among them in vain, and ſpend your ſtrength for 
nought ; that they will attend your miniſtrations 
with diligence, receive with all readineſs of mind 
the meſſages of 60D's grace in the goſpel, and be 
doers as well as hearers of his word : Nor can we 
help entertaining the pleaſing expectation, that oth» 
er people around you, beholding your order and 
the ſtedfaſtneſs of your faith in CHRIST, will be | 
convinced of the utility and importance of the gol- 
pel miniſtry, and pray the LoRD of the harveſt to 
ſend forth other labourers, into that part of his 
harveſt,” where there are at preſent ſo few. 

To conclude : 

Go, my dear brother, whither the LORD hath 
called thee to preach the goſpel, with the fulneſs of 
its bleſſings. May heaven direct, and aſſiſt you. 
May your hands be made ſtrong by the hands of the 
mighty 60D of Jacob, And, having, as a faithful 
ſervant of the MosT n1Gn, ſhewn unto men the way 
I of ſalvation, may you have many for your joy, and 
14 crown of rejoicing in the day of the LRD. This 
is our hearts deſire and prayer to cob, to which, | 
doubt not, this whole aſſembly will ſay, 

A N. 
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DEAR SIR, | | 4 


OU being called by our chriftian brethren at 
Camden, in South Carolina, to the work of the 
miniſtry among them, and having now by prayer, 
with the laying on of the hands of the Preſbytery, 
been ſeparated to that ſervice : We, the miniſters 
of cur1sT, by authority from him, declare you to 
be duly veſted with all the authority, powers and 
privileges of a goſpel Miniſter, and we now ſol- 
emnly charge you before GoD and the LoRx D IESUSG 
CHRIST, and the holy angels, who are doubtleſs 
witneſſes of this ſolemnity ;—Take heed to the 
miniſtry which you have received in the LoRD to 
fulfil it. Take heed to yourſelf and to all the 
flock, of which the noLYy 6nosT maketh you an 
Overſeer, or Biſhop. | 
Tux office of a goſpel Biſhop includes, inſpec- 
tion, inſtruction, government and ordination. 
You will therefore viſit your flock on all proper 
occaſions, that you may know their wants and cir- 
cumſtances, and rightly divide the word of truth. 
Warn the wicked that he turn from his wick- 
edneſs. Inform the ignorant. Rebuke the ob- 
ſtinate. Reſolve the doubting, and' comfort the 
feeble minded. | 
INITIATE and eftabliſh your hearers in the 
principles of the chriſtian religion, and kad them 
into 
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into the underſtanding and practice of the Vutics 
contained in it. Preach the word. Do not enter- 
tain your hearerg with empty harangues and per- 
verſe diſputings; 8 goſpel truths and 
goſpel duties ; and let your diſcourſes be cloſe and 
ſearching, evangelical and inſtructive, warm and 
= i Pre Wl ber ob INTL, 
You muſt not only be a teacher, but a defender 
of the chriſtian faith to the convincing of gainſay- 


ers. You are ſet. for the defence of the goſpel. 
Behave yourſelf in the houſe of G00 as. a pillar of 
truth. You are alſo to rule and govern the flock. 
ApMINIS TER the ſacraments of the New Teſ- 
tament unto the qualified ſubjects, according to 
the order preſcribed in 60Dd's word, ever diſtin- 
guiſhing between the . and the vile, re- 
membering that holineſs becomes 60D's houſe, * 
_ Fa1THFULLY exerciſe the diſcipline of cuRisT's 
church. Them that fin, rebuke before all, that oth- 
ers may fear. Obſerve theſe things, without pre- 
fering one before another, doing nothing by par- 
ee e 
As you have the power of inveſting others with 
the ſame office you ſuſtain yourſelf, we. caution 
you in the words of the Apoſtle—Lay hands ſud- 
denly on no man. Give no encouragement to il- 
literate or vicious men, but commit the goſpel to 
faithful men, who ſhall be able to teach others al- 
ſo. Be not partaker of other men's ſins. Keep 
thyſelf pure. 3 ped 
Wur you conſider the trials, the difficul- 
tics and temptations before. you, conſcious of 
your own weakneſs, you may be ready to. cry 
out, Who is ſufficient for theſe. things; then e- 
member the promiſe, ** LoI am with you,” Knd 
MIR. | | hey let 
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let that animate and encourage you. Frequently 
reflect that you watch for ſouls as one that mutt 
give an account, and that if any, through your 


negligence, die in his iniquity, the blood of that 


ſoul will be required at your hand. We with you 
much of the preſence of that ſame ESU S, whom 
we hope 22 will preach, that you may be a diſ- 
inſtrument of advancing his 3 and 
the ſalvation of ſouls; and that after having turn- 
ed many to righteouſneſs, you may ſhine as the 
brightneſs of the firmament and as the ſtars forever. 
THE grace of the LORD JESUS CHRIST be 
with your ſpirit, | 
AM NN. 
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Right Hand of Fellowſhip, 
ky THE REV. MR. PORTER, 


of RoxBURY. 


V E RV different are the modes, as well as 

various and contradictory the opinions, which 
prevail in the chriſtian world. But amidſt all 
this variety and contradiction, the truly pious and 
good man, who placeth his religion, not ſo much 
in forms and creeds as in his temper and practice, 
rejoices in this one indubitable and everlaſtin 
truth, THAT GOD IS LOVE ; AND HE 
THAT DWELLETH IN LOVE DWELLETH 
IN GOD, AND GOD IN HIM. May it be 
engraven on all our hearts, and known by our joy- 
ful experience. 2 

Lovs to 60D and love to man, are the ſum and 
ſubſtance of our holy religion. On theſe two 
points hang all the law and the prophets. With- 
out theſe, chriſtianity 1s but an empty name, and all 
its profeſſors together are become as ſounding 
braſs, or a tinkling cymbal. It is love that makes 
a "chriſtian. It is love that makes us like 60D. 
And it is this alone that can inſpire our hearts 
with preſent peace, and qualify us for the joys of 
heaven. 

Tuts excellent grace, as it conſtitutes the higheſt 
happineſs of the chriſtian, fo it gives the greateſt 
beauty and luſtre to his character. Never do the 
profeſſed 
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profeſſed diſciples of our bleſſed MAS ER appear 
in a more conſiſtent, amiable, heavenly, godlike 
view ; or recommend more effectually their relig- 
ion to the world, than when this divine principle 
reigns in their boſoms, and habitually influences all 
their words and actions. 

A sIRIT of mutual love, as well as of univerſal 
charity, is eſpecially requiſite, and appears with 
peculiar grace, in the miniſters of the goſpel, who 

are brethren by office ; ſent with the meſſages of 
love, and appointed for examples to the flock. As 
a fit expreſſion of the brotherly affection that they 
feel ; and which it becomes them, at all times, to 
cheriſh and improve, it hath been uſual, on ſuch 
.. occaſions as the preſent, to obſerve the very ſignifi- 
cant and apoſtolick ceremony of giving to the per- 
ſon inducted into the miniſterial office, the Ni- 
Hand of Fellowſhtþ. 

THe eccleſiaſtical Council, convened on this oc- 
caſion, have appointed me to perform this part of 
the preſent ſolemnity. From ſentiments of duty 
and reſpect, I am led to yield to their appointment. 
At the ſame time, however, I am free to acknowl- 
edge, that the part aſſigned me, is $ar from being 
an unwelcome taſk. It is a duty that accoxds 
with my inclination, and for which, I hope, I am 
not altogether unqualified; fince a ſincere and at- 
fectionate heart is the only qualification required. 

WiTa unfeigned pleaſure, DEAR SIR, I now 
give you the right hand; by which ceremony we 
would expreſs, not only our affection to your per- 
ſon, and eſteem for your character; but alſo our 
ſatisfaction in you, as a fellow labourer in the goſ- 
pel of cHRIS Tr. By this interchange of hands we 


mutually pledge our friendſhip, and remlineſs to 
communicate 
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communicate as occaſion may require, in all pub- 
lick acts of chriſtian fellowſhip, as well as in the 
more private offices of love. 

A conſideration of the diſtant part of the vine- 
yard of our LoRD, in which the providence of Go, 
who appointeth to the children of men the bounds 
of their habitations, and the ſcenes of their labours, 
is about to employ you, occaſions us regret. But 
though your reſidence with us might be more agree- 
able to our perſonal feelings ; yet as your abſence 
is more needful for others, and may afford an op- 
portunity for your greater Weber in the world, 
it becomes us to acquieſce in a ſeparation. Yea, we 
approve of your deſign, and from a regard to the 
{ſpiritual advantage of our diſtant brethren, and to 
the intereſt of the common ſal vation, we rejoice in 
your undertaking. 

Tur Elders and Meſſengers of the churches here 
aſſembled, ſend greetings to the churches; and to all 
the brethren after the common faith, in the parts 
whither thou goeſt ; eſpecially unto them who la- 
bour in the word and doctrine. May the bleſſing of 
go deſcend, and reſt upon them. Although we 
are unknown to each other by face, may we be unit- 
ed in the ſacred bonds of charity; may we know 
each other's affairs, and be fellow helpers to cach 
other's joy. Great would be our ſatis faction to hear 
that the churches of CHRIS were multiplied among 
them ; that elders, or chriſtian miniſters, were or- 
dained in all their religious ſocicties and villages ; 
and that of their own ,. who would naturally 
care for their ſtate, a ſuliicient number were cgucat- 


ed, inclined, and thoroughly furniſhed to the work 


of the goſpel miniſtry. 


()» 


33 

On our part, we truſt there is not wanting a diſ- 
poſition for ſuch intercourſe and communications as 
may tend to our mutual furtherance in chriſtian 


knowledge, order, love and comfort ; or to unite 
in any proper meaſures for extending the knowl- 


edge, and advancing the kingdom of JESUS CHRIST 


| 
our LORD ; both theirs and ours. | | 

GREET the brethren who are at Camden, in our | 
name. Thus ſhalt thou ſay unto them, Peace be | 

\ unto you, and grace from Go the FATHER, and | 
from the LORD JEsVs CHRIST.” Acquaint them, | 
that we rejoice and give thanks unto 60D on their 
behalf, ſince the day we heard of their earneſt deſire 
and laudable efforts to obtain a chriſtian miniſter, 
who might ſtatedly preach among them the goſpel 
of CHRIST, and ſhow unto them the way of falva- 
tion : And that we. fail not to make mention of them 
in our prayers to the 6 0D of all grace, who hath call. 
ed us unto his eternal glory by cyrIsT JEsUs, be— 
ſeeching HI, that after their being, of late, ſcatter- 
ed abroad, and having ſuffered a while, he would 
now make them perfect, ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſet. 
tle them ; and through the word of his grace, build 
them up to an inheritance among all them who are 
ſanctified. 

Wr hope and truſt, Dear Brother, that thou will 
be unto them a faithful miniſter. So conduct thy- 
ſelf as that we may not be aſhamed of this our con- 
hdence. Already, indeed, haſt thou received the 
ſolemn Charge from one, who being much bold in 
CHRIST JESUS, hath i,, thee that which is 
convenient: Nevertheleſs, for h , fake I will be- 
ſeech thee, Yea, Brother, let us have joy of thee in 
the LoRD ; refreſh our bowels in the LORD. 

CoRDIALLV 
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CoRDIALLY do we wiſh thee, an agreeable jour. 
ney by the will of G6oD ; and that thou mayeſt 
proſper and be in health; eſpecially that thy ſoul 
may proſper. May 60D ALMIGHTY bleſs. thee. 
May the FATHER of lights, from whom cometh 
down every good and perfect gift, furniſh thee 
more and more. for the arduous and important 
work in which thou art engaged. May thy la- 
bours be accepted of the ſaints, and thy life hon- 
oured with uſefulneſs ; may , wiſdom and pru- 
dence, fidelity and zeal, mark thy character, and a 
crown of eternal glory ſhall be thy reward. 
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